My mother died early when | was about six. My old
man he marry again, after my mother died, and me and
that other mother couldn’t get along. No matter what she
do — she always be wrong for me.

Nobody has to learn you some things when you are in
difficulty you do anything, you do anything, you un-
derstand. From the moment my mother died | start to do
things for myself as small as at that age. | can’t get relying
on people saying you will do this for me.

The stepmother didn‘t care. | don’t think she liked me.

| was in an indoor district surrounded by plenty of
loving people. This lady next door used to come by and if
me pants tear up said “leave it and | will look after it for
you''. Sometimes | said, I look after it,” | take the needle,
go to one side and look after it myself. | like to know | am
self independent.

| start out life when | was eleven, | am going to school
and | start to do a little business for myself. | start to buy
and sell eggs. Sell it to the people going to Kingston, so
you make a little something and then you go back and buy.

Then you go out and you might see two nice young
chickens. You buy it, you sell it to a person who is going to
sell it again. You make, not much, a sixpence, you might
keep them a couple of days but if you want the money you
dispose of them. You might make a shilling on your two
shillings. So you go into a bigger market.

About thirteen | start to buy and butcher and sell
goat, | get a scale and start to sell goat. | buy a piece of
land — | buy the first piece when | was eighteen, a small
piece about an acre. And then as life come up | start to
buy. | try to buy each piece near to one another — until |
get them all join up. By the time | am twenty-nine | have
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fourteen acres.

| cook, | wash, | iron, | do everything as a man. | was
quite a handyman in Jamaica.

Then about 1959 a gang start to go about stealing
people’s cows and goats in the night. They would take
everything, skin and all. You'd see a couple of strange men
come down the street. That night eight shops break into. |
keep a shop and | raise cows, so | say, well it look like
Jamaica get too small for criminal and me. | say to my wife
| am going to England y’know. My wife say ““Why?" | say,
| can be sleeping one of these nights and wake up to find
one of you killed beside me or | can go outside this mor-
ning and don't find one of the cows. Every cow is gone.
So what good am | staying here working?"

My brother was here. | could get a job working here.
He got the first place for me. | could have gone to his
house to get my three meals but | say “No. | get myself a
saucepan, a pot, a kettle.”” He said “Come."” | said “No, to
help me to come is good enough for me.”" | was quite an
active man from the day | was born. | don’t know but that |
didn’t walk before | was born.

| first lived in Wandsworth. | moved after three
months. After the first six months | thought | can’t leave
that woman by herself.

| was 39 then. | am here and my wife is home. | and
my wife started life young y’know and get learnt in that
kind of way, if you be unfaithful, it's very bad. You must
try to refrain. Quickest remedy you can — to stop — |
decided | must send for her. She came, and after three
months | send for the son. The ship would bring him
without paying a fare.




| got one bedroom to ourselves — share the kitchen.

You see when you come here you come here for one
object, to get some cash, you don’t think about food, you
want some live cash, you can't get it quick enough. You
get some but not enough — like a dripping spring you got
to sit up and then wait a bit.

Could | tell you, from my wife come here she never
undo her pay packet and | never undo my pay packet, | get
pay on Thursday, and she get pay on Friday and believe
me, | come and put it down on the table, and she open and
take out whatever we want for grocery and what we want
to pay rent whatever. And when she get hers she put it
down on the table and if for six months my wage packet
can run business hers don’t open.

Hers is used for saving — look after the children —
keep life going — so you see we never have a divided
family. We were close link and knit together — we doing
one thing for the future — we either think of this — “if |
die, it's yours,” or we give it to the children. Then there is
no confusion.

From when my child was one day old, | put a penny
aside for that child. You know why? When | was a child,
about six or so, they give me one joint of cane and a
ha‘penny. With that, you could buy one small dumpling
and one fish, and a lady named Miss Bella used to fry and
sell it.

—

Back home, you had aunts, uncles, cousins, relatives.
If you had to go somewhere, you could say, ““So stay with
your aunt.” It’s a bonus. In this country, you can't. Your
aunt has to say she can’t have the boy because she is at
work and she is too busy to look after your kids. Back
home you say “All right, I’'m going down the river to look
for some fish. Can you look after the boy for me?” and she
will do it. This country is not like that.

Still, we are here in Britain now, and | think you are
categorically mistaken if you now want to go back. You
can’t go to a country that can do nothing for you. You
must stay in the country where you have done something
for the country, so that it may do back for you. If you make
a mistake, you can’t make it right by making another
mistake.

If when | first came here | had had five years with
good money in my hand, then | could have gone back;
then | could have done something for my home country.
But at this age all | have is nothing but my pension to live
on. How can you go back? What are you going for?

We done a lot for Britain. We bring life to them, no
matter what they say. They have, and we give them more.
We give all our energy and our strength and all the riches
that we can get. We give it to this country. We give them
another culture and background that they didn’t have
before.

M
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| came to England with a friend who was home on a
holiday. | stayed in the same house, where she got me a
room. She had a job already and went out every day.

After a week | plucked up my courage and began to
go out by myself to look for a job.

| remember the first job was in Soho. | asked at
several places, then | saw this shop. The owner was a
Greek lady, she didn’t need anybody she said, but she
would take me on for a while.

All the people in that shop were very friendly. |
remember one day someone asked me where | was from, |
just put my head down and cried. The Greek lady tried to
comfort me. She told her son to come out and talk to me.
He was new to the country too. ““Talk to her” she said,
“Talk to her. Tell her how it was with you!”

One time | got home and opened my pay packet. Only
ten shillings was in it. | went back to the shop. “Didn’t you
open and count your money before you left?” they said.
“No, | took it on trust.” “Well,"” they said, “the man who
does the books has gone home already. It will be Monday
before he comes back.” | didn’t want my friend to know
how stupid | was, so | didn’t tell anybody. | just managed
quietly. On the Monday they checked the books and found
the money was there, so they gave it to me.

| always knew that the Greek lady was just helping me
out, so | decided | had to look for another job.

| worked for a few years in Euston. A Greek lady |
knew in the first shop fixed it for me.

Then | moved to Aquascutum. | was there for sixteen
years.

One day a letter came from the wife of the head of my
department inviting me to spend a weekend with them. |
didn’t particularly want to go there. The girls would tease
me even more. Already they said | was a favourite, so |
didn’t want to go.

Friday, as soon as | turned up with my overnight case
they started laughing and said ““Unice is having a duty
weekend.” So after work | darted out and went to the tube
station and | spent the weekend with them in Surrey.

They had one son. It was quite nice. On the Sunday |
went to Mass with his wife and son. Afterwards he
showed me how to fry an egg without breaking the yolk,
only every one broke. We laughed. He said “I can't do it
either.”” So they were quite nice.

During dinner the son kept whispering to his Mother.
“Oh Peter it doesn’t matter, she is one of us.” She ex-
plained that he was missing the usual visitors’ things like
best salt and pepper shakers y'know.

So | spent the weekend and went home on Sunday.
They invited me again after that for a week, when it was
my holiday.

Both the boss and his wife were at work, it was
summer time.

The little boy and | used to go for walks. It was a nice
house, detached with a nice garden. | felt quite all right.

After some years my boss went on to a new job. I left
the firm after sixteen years. | was a bit restless, things were
changing, different workers coming in, something had
gone to a certain extent, people | knew had gone, so |
thought | would try the shops.

| took a test and was offered a job at one place but on
the same day | was offered a better job at the Gloucester
Hotel. Shorter hours, more money.
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So | gave my notice at Aquascutum. Two weeks
notice. They said “If it doesn’t work out come back. You
might not be happy there you know." | said, “Well, it's up
to me to make my own happiness. When | came here | was
new t0o.” | thanked them. | was afraid that in two weeks
time the Hotel might not want me.

My job at the Hotel was in the uniform room. | had to
issue the uniforms to the workers — the waiters — the
managers, and | had to see that the laundry go out —
check everything in and out. For that | was getting £4 to £6
more than before.

Generally, that was the best job I've ever done, the
easiest, the most money, £32 a week and more, all meals
found, etc., etc. | worked there for about two years.

Sometimes | would baby sit. Somebody would ask if |
would mind going upstairs and sitting with their baby while
the Mother was out. | would be paid by that person. It
didn’t affect my wages.

The waiters would sometimes ask me to let some
trousers down or something. They would pay me — it was
a personal thing.

Then | went home, | thought it would make things
easier for my niece, who was now working and raising a
family. Her Mother, my sister, was dead. There was no
one to help her. My niece and | have always been close. |
was now sixty and retired, | thought | could be useful.

| loved the children. All the time | was here it was the
children | missed most.

In the evenings going home from work on the London
bus | would just picture them, | just had to control the
tears.

So | thought | could just remain with them, | could be
useful and do whatever | could to help. That was my sole
reason for going back home.

But when you go back everybody is older and after
the separation of many years the closeness is not there any
more. | mean | couldn’t expect it. She was a woman now
with her life to live. She had a different life and different
things she had to go to, and she had her own friends. At
that time many of the friends | had had left, gone to
Canada or the United States, and my niece when she was
home was mostly in books. | was lonely, | missed not
getting my Friday wages — | missed my friends over here,
my personal friends were here. Funnily enough, most of
them were English people, people | had worked with. They
cared about me. If | didn’t answer a letter soon enough,
they would write to my landlord in London or to my sister
to find out where and how | was.

Now | am back here — my Church is here, they are
very friendly. We meet often in groups and just the other
day we were saying we should not forget each other
outside the Church not pass each other in the street.

My greatest wish is that my niece will come and visit
me. The rest of the family have now gone to the States. |
still have that family feeling. Sometimes | wonder if she
would write and tell me, “| need you”. | not only want to
be needed. | want to be wanted. | know that if that letter
came and it said “Auntie, | not only need you — | want
you’’ you know, to know that somebody wants you not
only there to serve, and that's what | kinda missed.
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| was born in Munsaad, Surat District in 1918. |
studied up to sixth standard in Guijerati.

| used to work on my father’s land while still at school.
He was a professional tailor.

My main interest since childhod is singing Bhajans
(folk songs of Gujerat). My teacher encouraged me a lot,
to win competitions. | learned to play harmonium at the
age of 16, in Africa where | moved to join my brother.

My father sent us to Africa so that we could get wiser
and find out more about life across the seas. My father
travelled on a local train to see me off at the port and he
cried a lot.

In Machakos, | worked with my brother in his shop as
a tailor and a salesman. We used to sell household goods
as well as imported goods from Japan. | was quite famous
as a ladies tailor. Most of our customers were English. One
of them was a District Commissioner, a Mr. Allen. We
used Pfaff and Singer manual machines. | sometimes went
to Nairobi to pick up the goods arriving from Japan.

After working for 4 years in Machakos | went back to
India to get married, and brought my wife back with me. |
was feeling lonely, and it was difficult managing all the
work myself. Until then, we men had mostly cooked for
ourselves, though we had a servant who was not only a
good cook but a tailor too. We used clay ovens.

Back in Kenya | moved from Machakos to Nairobi and
opened a little shop in a Bazaar. The system was to rent a
bit of space from a shop and run two businesses from one
premises. But the profits would be your own. | was the
bread winner of the family.

We had a big Asian community in Nairobi and all the
festivities were celebrated. People would gather around
streets and have firework displays. We formed a ‘Prajapati
Mandal’ (community organisation).

We used to watch a lot of silent films in those days,
and go to the beach. The weather was fantastic.

Then the Mau Mau uprising broke out and there was a
lot of harassment, looting.and raping that happened. A lot
of Europeans were attacked and a few Asians.

This led to Kenyan independence and in 1970 | left
Africa to come here, but it was not out of choice.

| was harassed as | was a non-citizen. | had a British
Passport, so they said | went under the British High
Commission.
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| had never thought of coming here. It was kind of a
parcelling job by the British High Commission. | was not
aware of the option of going to India. But thinking about
it, had | known, | would still have preferred coming here.

Seeing snow was quite a surprise, but apart from that
a lot of things are similar to Kenya. We get all the food we
used to in Kenya. We live in about the same way as we did
in Kenya.

Only here the same food tastes a bit different because
itis out of a fridge, and not fresh.

| went to look for a job, when | arrived. The job centre
put me up for a few tailoring jobs. But, when | went for
interviews they looked at me and said “No job for you,
you're too old”. | was then only 54.

| ended up being on Social Security. | got £15 and
other assistance, such as butter tokens.

Now, | get up in the morning and do some
housework, go for a walk to the market, go to Sainsburys
and come and sit at home.

| used to cycle occasionally but since | retired | do it
less often. | can cycle about 5 miles, | go up to Palmers
Green, King’s Cross then towards Liverpool Street,
Whitechapel and back home.

| don’t feel cold, all | need is a shirt and a jacket and
I'm on my way, not forgetting the trousers of course.

| watch films but they were better in olden days with
Balraj Sahni, Bhagwan. Albela had very good songs.

| watch TV too, | love wrestling. Big Daddy is a nice
guy but | don't like others who twist people’s arms like Jim
Brakes. | like programmes on Wildlife and Landscapes.

Apart from that, on Saturday evenings and Tuesday
afternoons my friends and | go to people’s houses to chant
prayers.

Only last week we were invited to Luton, they were so
pleased we went on till 3.30 in the morning.

| get pains sometimes in the bones, | asked my
doctor's advice. He said ‘I should go to India to get
sunlight”’. | said to him “I have had enough sunlight all my
life”.

| don’t think going to India can solve my major worries
at the moment, which are to get my sons married and
settled here. They are both unemployed. One is 26 and the
other 23.

| can‘t do all this by staying in India can I? Gi. M
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| was born in Aluga, India 17th January 1917 in a
family of five. | worked on my father’s land before joining
Mafatlal Mills as a weaver for fourteen years. | travelled to
work on a bicycle from Aluga to Navsari.

| was married at the age of seven. My first child was
born when | was twenty. Until then my wife was at her
parents’ home. We only met on certain occasions.

We have six children, four sons and two daughters,
all born in India.

| came to England in 1954 by B.O.A.C. the fare was
£100. | stayed in a Bengali House in Aldgate. The rent was
£1.00.

As | couldn't cook, | used to drink milk and eat
chappatis, | cooked chappatis on the lids of tins.

In 1954 the weather was terrible. You hardly saw the
sun except in August. The clouds used to be dark, pitch
black, because of smoke out of coal fires.

My first job was in a glass factory. | travelled by 48 bus
to Kingsland Road. | would stack glass bottles as they
were cast and got paid £5.

Out of £5 wages, | spent £1 on rent, 7 shillings on
stamps, and £3.13 would be left and there wasn’t much
one could do with the money.

As wages were low, | got another job in South
Woodford, polishing wooden furniture. Then, after a year
of this, | started a tailoring job on top of where Tescos is
now.

From Aldgate | moved to Cromby Road where |
bought a house in partnership with my cousin.

My family came here to join me on 1st January 1961.
They arrived at Tilbury Docks by ship after a twenty day
journey. | brought them home by the Green Line bus.

My children insisted on coming over. They always
wrote ““Everyone calls their children except you. You don't
love us”.

| had wanted to save and go back to India as | had
only come to England to increase my knowledge and
wisdom. But now we are still here. We are caught in a
trap.

My wife never worked here. My children started work.
The eldest was twenty.

There weren’t many Indian people near us. Whether it
was Diwali or Holi all the days were the same. Even for
marriages very few people would get together. They
would just get it over and done with. Nowadays, however
it is the system to make it all extravagant.

People save money all through their life and then
spend it in one go.

We used to go to see Indian films every Sunday at a
cinema on Tottenham Court Road. The rates were 3
shillings and 5 shillings for stalls and 7 shillings for circle.

The film | loved most was Kismet with Ashok Kumar.

My health has been fine up to now, except last month
when | had a heart attack.

| sit at home and watch TV. | smoke a pipe and drink
“Long Life" lager sometimes. | pass the time playing with
my grandchildren. They speak to me in Guijerati. But | get
lonely sometimes stuck inside the four walls.

Here you can’t go to visit people often because they
live far away and you have to make appointments in ad-
vance.

More should be done to get pensioners together and
help them understand each other. We should not be a
special case as Asians.

| think England is the best place to grow old in
because of facilities granted, but only if we knew what we
can get and what benefits we are entitled to.

My biggest problem here has been language, | can't
speak English but | do understand it. If someone swears |
know straight away, but | don’t blame anyone. “All five
fingers are not the same”’.

G| M
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G M

| was born on 11th December 1914, with a silver
spoon in my mouth. | had some land and a big factory in
Punjab. | came to Enland on 11/12/62, by Air India. |
landed at Heathrow. | had a lot of problems at Customs,
although | had a voucher. | stayed with a friend for a
couple of nights then with other friends and so on.

Although | was educated (I had a M.Sc in
Engineering) my friend had to bribe the seniors with a
bottle of whisky to get me a job as a machinist.

It was 15 miles from Cambridge.

| had four machines to run and got paid half the
amount other machinists used to get who had only two
machines to run.

After a few days a man asked me over “Oi, you come
here’’, he said to me, ‘“What did | tell you to do, you
bastard?’’ | was so furious | gave him such a slap, his nose
started bleeding. | later found out he was the foreman. |
said to Mr. Spink, who was the Manager, “How can |
tolerate a man saying these things?’* But of course he felt
duty bound to sack me.

Since that day | killed my feelings, and pride forever. |
had to live and survive and | couldn’t go back. | resorted to
poetry, English and Urdu for peace. | remember one
particular piece which was written in 1923.

O Shams you fate is sleeping away,

What is the point in crying,

Why shame the name of India,

Do not complain in this foreign land,

Do not repent being here

Children of Mother India we are

To complain is not our way,

O Shams your fate is sleeping away.

| then worked as a labourer, doing all sorts of jobs. My

o/ U

42

family had arrived in May 1966, the children were all over
16. | looked for jobs for my daughters but there were no
jobs for women.

| used to cook for myself. In India, | had servants to do
all that. This | have learnt being here, that it is not shaming
or degrading to do one’s work oneself.

| have experienced a lot of things, and | have learnt to
adapt and survive and |I'm still surviving although cir-
cumstances are bitter both economically and spiritually.

The thing | miss most here is the affection of my
family, my children are ruined here.

We are people of Eastern civilisation. We take care of
our children, but here they don’t take care of us in our old
age, they don't even understand what our feelings are.

It's the system here, the culture.

My greatest shock is, that | have lost my children.

Our sons loved us back home. Here we have lost that
love forever. Going back to India is something else, | could
only go to a hilly place in India because | have got used to
the climate here. If | were to go back now, | would have to
settle in a cool place without any friends or relatives
nearby.

The only thing | have from India which | still keep is
my wife. | brought one more thing with me here, which is
irreplaceable, and that was my youth. This old age is the
last sign of my life.

| am not a dreamer, | know my end is here. | have
never seen rivers coming back out of the sea and going
back to the hills”,

| must care for the present and beware of the future.

My motto is ““Action is thy duty, rewards not thy
concern’’ Shrimad Bhagwat Gita (Holy Book).

Looking back | am pleased with my past in India, what
| have done here and what | am to do for the rest of my life.
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M

| was born in Mombassa in Kenya. | came to England
in 1965 to educate my sons. | had a British Passport.

After staying there for two months | got my first job. It
was in a bakery, but | didn’t stay there for long as | didn’t
enjoy the work. It was very hot and also | was trained to be
a storekeeper.

| tried two or three other places but didn’t get
anything. Then | worked in a tin factory where | worked for
6-8 months. After that an ice cream factory, then in winter
time it closed down. | started working for
Matchbox. | worked there for 7-8 years until the time it
closed down which was in May 1980.

Since then | haven’t got a job. To tell you frankly |
haven’t tried looking for one that hard, because | can’t
work any more. | feel the physical strain.

You see, although according to my passport I'm 62, |
really am 67 years of age. My father made a blunder when
making my passport.

My family joined me in 1967. Until then | would cook
myself, which | learnt while | was in Kenya. | couldn’t
make chappatis but | would cook rice and curry and eat
bread.

| had a lot of difficulties finding a house because
people wouldn‘t give houses to people with families.

| was going to leave my job, as | couldn’t find a house.
But the white guy who worked with me said to me he'll
look for a house for me and that | should not leave my job.

Incidentally, he had a transfer to Australia, so he left
his house to me. | paid next to nothing for it, it was fully
furnished with radio, TV, everything, if | tell you, you will
wonder how | got it so cheap.

Actually his neighbour wanted to give him £5,000 for
the house but he said, *’| have promised Abu, and so | will
only give it to him, because he is a clean and nice man.”’

Imagine, six rooms, all the furniture and everything
fully carpeted for only £2,400. This was in 1971. All | had to
buy were two beds.

My children went to school here . | wanted them
to be doctors or engineers but they let me down.

They have betrayed me since coming here, they didn’t
become doctors or engineers. But, they ended up running
away with white girls.

My daughter is the only one who hasn’t let me down.
She got married to a boy from India in 1980. He works in a
fruit factory. They often come to visit us.

Imagine the dreams | had when | bought my house, it
was big enough for all of us but now there is only me and
my wife left in the whole house.

What upsets me even more, is that my sons are not
happy either, because my daughters-in-law have run away
and got married to someone else. My sons are left twid-
dling their thumbs.

| had told them it would not work out, but why should
they listen to me?

If | had a lot of money | would have gone to India but
they don't assist pensioners there as they do here. Also |
have no one to go to.
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| go to town, go to the library spend some time there
then go to the Day Centre at around 3 p.m. and sit there
for a while, then go home at 4 p.m. and stay in the house.
Now that summer is here, I'll start work in the garden.

| watch Indian films and TV at home.

| like watching Dallas very much, and | enjoy wrestling
on Saturday afternoons because of Big Daddy.

It gets lonely, there is nobody to confide to, because
even in the Centre the situation is not very friendly. People
are not open and welcoming as they were in Kenya. The
bond of brotherhood is missing here.

The problem lies with this Government. Unem-
ployment has gone up and so racism has increased.

The Government do not do anything for us Asians,
they want us to become like English people, and join their
Centres but the thing is there is a very big cultural dif-
ference.

There is violence everywhere here, on the streets, in
our houses.

Only last September my house was attacked. They
broke all the windows. | was beaten up, my wife and son-
in-law too. | called the police but nothing happened. They
just put it as an act of hooliganism, and said it is not a
racist attack.

Two of my neighbours’ sons were killed recently by
skinheads.

My wife who works has often been stopped and
harassed by young kids. They demand to see her purse
and when they find no money they abuse her.

There is no religion or discipline here in England. For
ldd, all | do is pray ““namazz”, and sit at home. If |
were at home, we would slaughter a goat and have a big
party, everyone would come and join, Hindus Muslems
and we would cook and eat together, go to the beach and
have a picnic, watch a film in a cinema or go for an outing.

Here the life is very depressing. You lose your status,
your pride and above all your children.



~ > =~ N i
hadl ok Mo ow A3 SN - & Dotrs UKU 3w ICSSA

3l wh oo wonsd ga-
o ,%.ﬂ 220 ‘ué\ 2% Fr-!.!!\ hﬂ.(:%’:ﬂz\.. ‘-2':5‘"55""” pac
‘% A 3 2@ oy (-)'(\l-'l"h 28 nenay Anued] v .)“5\\3
ss }ilﬂnu-lél}i-
& ndd F o 324 s o) ] s
a&; e 'kiﬂ é}d\ ;:Z!l hi(l -7“3).1'9)\ x—z_ﬂ)‘u ("\nztv (R =
4]‘24 QG A O'i&&é J“S} A Sh hﬂ‘ )\\-htﬁbr e
G128 2% XN ©-¢ ef s szg G 2«?21) 2% 2:;‘.\
‘7’;\“4\ * mﬂ 9&]‘\4 25 a'Te;(\ J’l\o(\ﬂzﬂ.
fap s S ¥R 2ad b‘b G D
P wond s 3.9 Gra © 5w oS
N B.ﬂ 6ra SOF. do Hen W Geedl Gl
o) -)?l‘-((
o adl 3\ —'"Q WD manel oA, mzba(\b
WA N&Mm. 1S o?\mft Gevens  Gvanesd) vt &L ot
Pun s OF bt Q5 = 2

8 Q1 Fuewdn OF osdlt dacl] S GH
}S(k'q omrans &2 AN WON . %

5 M Zn\;ﬁr\ M Ck, sl &uj\ Aﬁ\i .JJ\\* [:M,)z“\
An Al G W Ty 3 aey Aln wa § NAEL
J:&’) QA\\QQ\.

G2 T F 3 B aeaga wnd) 3003t
B 27 1F aul sum. s | & vz

A
M2 gy Aoy 63y seffon s @:5.5‘\:,“\.
& )

47

5&&) M AR 20> o
Mzb? N ucd] j;aq-; J:\lﬁiwgzgha:n ;&‘2\4:‘”‘1 .

&'R\ L 7 wan\ar 33 #hb(;o\o BN i
o S S ~ 2, <
T 7:%_“ B R dnen & wrown el 3 A5 anGriec

M HTaiaan .»%amd\k 2E6 @piu (3T
Pty <32 AT & m\?‘“"’\ "L"‘(\ ,‘,,S Gevcew S, o) PO
QTN e Son Gex .

SiF22 A thwe2 o o GeZa W 37\-‘5\230}
(72):‘\ GT?ﬂ d12n,

J/?x’ }n-ﬂ [Z“A Ty £100 C(l&v(‘ 3 2nen C>da Q(_ﬁo M M’“

~ . ~ ~
o 3TF sato 2Gy Dou. 5 Az DA]ad i T I

9@\@6 Al IMOn NG D .

F T W D Se iz dn v Gel] Can
G2e, bﬂ‘\‘ 212 o -
Ca3 £ull Aol Cun X T3 )m: @u\:;
2o \g’bn;‘ -\A‘A ‘452?‘( i-‘lﬁ\ C:GM\D“"\ :b“:nn
'ka@(] ).Q' Ao O SELXA 2N O\Stgéu&é\&\ :
H R hen & HERE U MZ DA P v
dedl WH & UM S AT Iefloe el w0 W

<2 2 7)) 3o o8| swnd]. 25 G SBS c2

T 5 A 2el Gla & 2éare aud) wE, |
G.mc&i%h Mm@ 2] > coon an§' 8 2ea Lo
27 A Gl &3 ek WB. @& 2da amel| P
8 ATSG 2 M 5{' Q!QQI.
gi\‘l\.;,@;‘)m e ) ewn a(-); o?wm\t\'ﬁ
1F 16w Oy UE B we 2llcon. o wa rady
:"Lflc«l “‘\“““‘?b"‘b“"\"}‘ ‘iﬂ-ﬁé eavad| A
Grofled. EF R n smawe odl). 2p2i exdas
| . .
el cot 2anam S, Rk am\ 2u27l] o.“s:{\c.s.()
2 B, i Hef] Salloves o aell 2D
SRS 2 I mama 3 Bacw Az o2l B ES N
2"\5 35 3 sxalu e . X1 &3 nher s a2l 3 St
QSIS =L
2L RIS 2 GaERpman » A2, DA D -

M e e $ G s avd) o
S\ B 2 22 ordug) & el 33i6p Tt
G;C*u&f} u{,‘ J-\IS C-Vi:)ng-‘ Ca)
My st 1 G S AR dan O
'k?\\ _}.(H\; (;‘.\‘:f\ ;.:ﬂ e ey Bos o
3 Pt Cu),t & Qn Je Sibaon éo«aub(] o
33 208 S wl aadla an sudr 3

g T enody sl 3 ros) ool Dl or an 53
Ga gl W] 5 ud\ a3 Q\\6 C,:‘ oA SEuas C\“"s
o w-ﬂ\g&r«ﬂ 380, s sl Wi D
G\ un Wisclls hacan 34}.-}. Mn.
Sl & fx é‘wn(zb od| sy c’b?
ma, 22es o 0| 2| w2 ave!

45



G M

When we first came here which was not out of choice
as you know, we used to feel very depressed.

When we first arrived we were put in a camp as
Ugandan refugees. There were something like 1,000-1,200
people there, so the days passed very joyfully, but since
we moved over to this house we realised what it was like
being in England.

Yes, considering we were refugees we had a good
living in the camp.

They provided us with a breakfast in the morning, a
meal at lunchtime, tea in the afternoon, and supper in the
evening. Everything was provided for.

We would gather around sit and chat, also chant our
prayers, even Shankracharya Maharaj came to take a look
atus.

Especially in summer, since it was a big open airfield
we stayed in, people would roam about in groups and
enjoy the sunshine. Because of this atmosphere, we never
realised the difference whether it was India, East Africa or
England.

Mrs. Amin. | used to have difficulties communicating
with people when | first arrived because | would not know
what to say. Then they provided us with a teacher on the
estate, who came and taught us English. So now | can
read something if it’s in capital letters. But still | can’t talk
to people. | understand though when people talk.

Mr. Amin. | have that problem too. | can’t understand
when these old people on the street talk, but if someone
comes to interview me, then | understand very clearly. The
problem then is | don’t know how to answer.

Like if people say ““two pence’ | understand, but if
someone says “‘tuppence’’ then | get lost, or when they
say “‘Bottle milk” instead of ““a bottle of milk’ | get
confused.

They speak half words, like for Benson and Hedges
they say 20 B & H" (in cockney), It's terribly difficult to
understand.

We have a neighbour, who is a retired person who
sometimes comes to use our phone and he goes on talking
and | go on nodding, agreeing to what he says but | never
understand what he says.
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| got attacked once, by the ferry. | had gone to a
wedding. It was late at night, so | thought I’d go the longer
way, rather than the shorter way, and when | got near the
Army base someone hit me with a bottle on the head. | fell
down, and vaguely remember him asking me for money.

He turned out my pockets and ran with my money,
telling me not to get up, but just to lie there until he runs
clear.

The caretaker of the base saw all this and ran after
him. |, in the meantime got up and walked home, and
since | didn’t know what to do, woke my neighbour up and
he made me tea. He didn’t have a ‘phone, so he walked to
a telephone booth, called an ambulance and took me to
hospital where | had nine stitches in my head.

The police came to see me in the hospital the next
morning and asked me questions. They also took a blood
sample to match it with the bloodstains on the bottle
which had the attacker’s fingerprints.

The police asked me “How long were you un-
conscious?’’ | said “l can’t remember, it must have been
10-15 minutes.” But the caretaker who had seen
everything happen said, “No, Mr. Patel, you got up after
about two minutes, and walked away, you must have a lot
of stamina in you!"*

The attacker was taken to court, and you know what
he said in the court? He said, “I saw him lying on the
ground and went to help him and since | had a bottle in my
hand it got stained.”

The court had hired an interpreter, a lawyer who
could speak Gujerati, who explained to me what was going
on.

| had to explain what | was doing around there at that
time of the night and why | had the money, £15.60, in my
pocket.

| told them I was invited to a wedding in Birmingham
and that’s where | went.” “Why did you have the same
amount of money you left home with on your way back?"’
they asked.

| told them, “’Since | was old, the fare was paid by my

relative who had invited me.”

Anyway, in the end, he was charged and went to

prison for three years.

They were amazed that | got up so quickly and walked

away with such a big wound.




M
| came to England in 1964. In India | was working in

the Indian Army.

| joined the army when | was 18 years old. After two
years, the war started and | was posted to Assam. There it
was always raining and there were big big mosquitoes and
wherever you walked you trod on leeches. Our job was to
supply ammunitionfrom there to the Burma border.

Life was very dangerous there and | was lucky to
survive, | became sick with malaria and remained sick for
two months. After that | was sent to Mehrit for con-
valescence. There was a Captain he was very nice to me.
One day | requested him if | could do a machining job as a
military tailor. Then he asked me ““Do you know how to
stitch?”’ | replied “'Yes Sir, | do know, because my father
was a tailor, | learned from him"’.

| was very happy to do that job instead of going back
to Assam. That area was the worst in whole of India. In
1957 | resigned from the army and came back to Punjab in
my own city.

| opened a shop for tailoring and had four people
working for me.

One day | was reading a newspaper, | read while
sitting in my shop, that the British Government was giving
work permits to those people who had worked in the army.

When | went home in the evening | talked to my wife
about it. | decided to apply for a work permit and about
three months afterwards | got it.

When | came to Heathrow Airport, my friend received
me,| stayed for two weeks there, and then | came to
Plumstead to see my cousin. My cousin took me to a
factory where | got a job, | used to stitch tents there on a
very big sewing machine. | worked in that factory for 8
years. | used to get £7 per week.

| thought that after a few years | will go back to India
and will settle there, but my circumstances were not very
good. | have 3 sons and 3 daughters. | got my daughters
married in India and 3 sons were younger than the

daughters. | had to send some money to my children and
wife. Then my older son asked me if he can come here to
see England. Then | saved some money to send for my
wife. They came here in 1967. | bought a house in 1969.

She became ill and she died on 4th October 1969.
Then life become very hard for me to look after the
children and go to work. | miss my wife very much. In
those days, we could not afford any gas heaters. We used
to buy paraffin oil, or coal for heating, which made my
wife sick.

In those days, it was very hard to get Indian food |
used to miss especially the taste of Indian food and the
sunshine.

There was not any Indian grocery shops near here.
We had to go to Aldgate to buy Indian spices and our
groceries. Our life was very hard.

| did not have any television or any tape recorder to
see or listen to. Life was boring. Then | used to miss Indian
films and Indian songs very much.

| had a very good friend who died in January 1981. He
was very helpful to me. Whenever | had any problem, |
used to talk to him. So | miss him very much. He was
younger than me, but he was a good adviser. Whenever |
had a holiday, and he had free time, we would decide to
visit the seaside. All our friends would get together and sit
in his big van and go off somewhere. Sometimes we'd see
an Indian film at the Aldgate Plaza or in Southall. He was
not only a friend, this man, he was just like my own
brother to me.

| did not come to settle here. | was thinking that one
day | would be able to go back and settle in India.

Now my two sons are married and one lives in
Wembley and my youngest son got married and went to
America.

Now my health has gone. | am often unwell and my
sons live far away from me. My life is rather boring and
lonely, | am often unhappy.

Some times | go to the Gurudwara (the Temple) and
meet friends, but that is all.
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| was living in Uganda and then we had to leave. |
went to India to Karthpur. My sister was there, and one of
my sons. My eldest son lives here.

| came to visit him when he had an accident working
for London Transport. One of his legs had been cut off; he
is unable to work now, and that’s how | came to live in this
country. London Transport gave him a lot of money but
that can’t make up for my son’s loss.

When | came to this country | could not speak
English. The customs office took my passport along with
my husband’s, then we went to our friend’s place in
Southall. We stayed there for two days. In that time we
received our Passports in Southall. Then | came to live
with my son and his wife who has two children now.

When | first came to this country | did not take much
notice as | was more concerned about my son. We used to
visit him in Hospital.

Now | don’t live with them. | live with my husband in a
Council flat. The British have been very good to us. The
Council gave us money for the bed, gas cooker. | cook
sometimes but most of the time we go to the Gurdwara
and spend most of our time there as we don’t have a T.V.
or a Radio or a telephone. We speak to the people there
and we also eat there, and this is very convenient as the
Gurdwara is only across the road from where we live. |
don’t go to anybody’s house. | don‘t really have that many
friends and | am not really too bothered about that, but if
someone comes to visit me they are most welcome.

| trust God completely, Indians, white, blacks are all
the same to me. There is only one Creator you see. My
neighbours are English and they are very good to us.If |
ever need medicine, | usually show her the bottle and she
understands what | mean. Just because the medicine is
free | don’t ever waste it. If the Doctor says | must take
two of something | only take one, this way the medicine
lasts longer.

| don’t believe in wasting just because things are free.
| am very happy here, There is plenty to eat and drink here
and | don’t have to worry about money. | have never
thought about going back, | think | am too old, I'll stay
here until they bury me.

| do get lonely and that’s the only time when | think of
my family and | wish | was with them, but | try not to think
too much you see. You can be happy wherever you are but
you have to make yourself happy and | condition my mind
to be so.

But my family is very good. They know that | won’t go
to India, so they come and visit me here.

| like this country. There is not any corruption here
and the telephone system is very good — you see | have
some relatives in America and | telephone them and it
doesn’t even take a minute. But in India you can’t even get
the next door neighbour; the Exchange is always faulty.

| feel | am well looked after here, | don’t need anyone.
That's why | don’t live with my daughter-in-law she would
like me to, but | don’t because she doesn’t want an old
woman like me. She is young and must enjoy her life —
she comes and visits me with her two children. | am very
fond of them, but | don’t go anywhere but the Gurdwara
and | am very content with that.
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| was 18 years old when | got married. | went to Kenya
with my husband. | lived there about 26 years. My children
wrote to us that we should come here for a holiday, and so
| came to visit.

It was summer time, | remained here for 3 months.
The weather was very nice at that time. | visited the
seaside and many other places in London and other cities.
| liked England.

When | went back, | told my husband that England is
a nice country. If you've got your own house, and your
children are obedient then there are no chances that your
children can get spoilt. If you don’t have control over your
children and they have their own ways then there is a
danger of them going astray.

| had faith in my children. So we came here in 1973,
when the Kenyan Government asked the Asian com-
munity to leave.

When | came here | had many freinds from Africa, so |
did not feel lonely or depressed. | had my daughters here
before us as well, only | used to miss the Gurdwara
(Temple) very much. So my daughters used to take us to
Southall every week on Sunday.

Then we found the Gurdwara in Woolwich. We
started to go there, and in the Temple | met my friends.
Still | go there every week.

| have 3 daughters and two sons. They are all married
and have children. My elder daughter lives in Blackpool.
She is a Nursing Sister in the Hospital and she has two
children. | am afraid that they don’t speak Punjabi
language. Otherwise all my grandchildren know both
English and Punjabi. They have preserved the Asian way
of life, and my grandsons still wear the turban, even
though their school friends tease them about it.

It took me a while to settle down when | came here,
because | had to do all the work in the house on my own,
and | was not used to that. In the evenings | used to be
exhausted. | had servants in Africa to do the housework

~. -/ .3
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you see. Gradually though, | have got used to doing
everything for myself, and feel much happier, and all my
children are very obedient and good to me.

| remember when we first came my husband was very
upset. He did not like it here at all. He was so upset he
used to make everybody in the house miserable with his
misery. Then | used to tell him “What about me? | have
never done such hard work. Now | am doing everything in
the house, but still | don’t complain. Why are you so upset
and make everybody in the house unhappy?”’

You see he was missing his house in Africa. That
house was very big and beautiful. We never thought in our
life that one day we would have to leave that house in
Kenya.

We had a very nice garden with flowers and fruit trees
and a swimming pool there. In summer the children used
to play in the garden and we even had a tennis court. In
the evening when my husband came back from work he
had a rest, then he used to play tennis with his friends or
sometimes play with his children. So the life was very
good there. Sometimes | used to sit in the garden under a
tree and do my embroidery, my friends would visit and we
would sit down and chat or have tea. Now | miss that
atmosphere.

But | have gradually got used to life here. Nobody
here goes to other people’s houses, unless they first make
an appointment. There it was different. We just used to go
in and out of friends’ houses and have lunch or dinner
together. It was much more casual.

Here poeple don’t have time to see each other. Ac-
tually we are in danger of letting time slip by, not enjoying
the charm of life.

| always thank God we still have a house and my
children are good to us, and all my children are settled in
their own houses.

Life is not the same, but we have a lot to be grateful

for.
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| was born in India, the child of a farmer. | got married used to feel very dirty and uncomfortable.
when | was 16 years of age. My father-in-law was a rich There was not any gas or electric heater in the house.
man and he had his own business in Singapore, as well as I used to buy coal and light fires in the rooms or sometimes
a fine house in India. | bought paraffin oil. The life was very hard for me. | had
After two years of marriage, my husband who had four children. They used to get sick with the cold. |
been looking after the land in India, had to go out to became very miserable with that sort of life.
Singapore because my father-in-law became sick and When | came here | did not like the houses here, the
could no longer look after his business on his own. He rooms are so small. Some of them have only one bedroom
remained sick for one year and then he died. | remained in or two bedrooms. The rooms are like prison cells and the
India alone, but after three years | decided to go to walls of the houses are so thin that if one talks too loudly
Singapore and join my husband. the next door neighbours can hear everything.
| liked Singapore. The weather is beautiful. The Moreover we had no proper garden for the children to
people were also very friendly there. playin.
On Sundays, my husband used to take me to the | could not go to work because my children were very
gardens and public parks and sometimes we used to go to young.
the seaside. In the evenings, when the sun was setting, After one year of hard work my husband managed to
the red shadow of sun in the sky made the scenery very save some money and bought a house.
beautiful. People came out from the houses for evening | had to stay at home to look after my children.
walks with their children. Sometimes | used to take them to the park. | often think of
By the seaside it was crowded like a fun fair every day my childhood and remember the songs | used to sing as a
there. little girl.
For political reasons, the Indian people had to leave (Sada chirian the chambo ba babul asam
Singapore. | went back to India but my husbard had a Ur wa jana, sadi lambi udari wa
British Passport and he decided to come to England. Bbaul Kahra Das jana jana)
When he came here he did not like England. The weather Now | am far away from my relatives and friends.
was very cold and he could not get used to it. Sometimes | write to them but | miss my brothers and
Three years after my husband came, | followed him. sisters.
We rented two rooms. There was no hot water in that Now all my children are married and | have several
house, and no heaters. grandchildren. They are very young, they do not speak
| used to take a bath everyday in India and then | used Punjabi. | always ask my children that they should teach
to say my prayers in the morning. It was impossible to take them Punjabi, otherwise they will forget their culture, and
a bath in the morning here and it was even hard to wash when they go to India it will be very hard for them, not to
my clothes, with only cold water, and the landlady was understand their mother tongue.
very cruel. She did not like me to boil the water or to take a Now my husband is retired. Sometimes we go and
bath everyday. | started to take a bath once a week but | visit our children and sometimes they come and visit us.
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W Pj.

| came to England in January 1964 from Narkat in
Punjab. | came to join my husband with 2 children, a girl of
7, a boy of 5. | was told it was very cold so | had knitted
lots of jumpers. When | was in India | did not have to work,
women in my country were not expected to work, though
| maintained myself and the children with the money he
used to send me. | had servants to do the work, not like
here, where you even had to clean your own toilets. While
my husband was over here | had my father, brother, sister
who were all married who lived very near me. My in-laws
were dead.

When | received the papers to come here, my Father
came to Delhi. Delhi has very big, big buildings, big roads
and cars all over the place and | saw people wearing
western clothes. | was very scared in the plane, especially
when it went up and | felt sick and | vomited a few times.
So did my children, people kept looking at me — | felt so
helpless.| wished someone had come to my aid. Had it
been in India | would have called my servant. Here my face
told everything. When | landed at the air port it was very
dark and cold, | could see lights as we left the plane | just
followed all the other people. My husband came and
collected me. Being a religious man, he took me first to
the Gurdwara (Temple) | would rather have gone home
since | was very tired.

We came home in his car. My husband was very
different from other Indian men. | mean he had a very
good job (Motor Mechanic), not like most Asian people
who had to work in factories. When | arrived, the place
seemed very strange and all | wanted to do was go back.
The big buildings close to each other, houses felt very
uncomfortable — there is no word to describe it but you
had a feeling that you were not welcomed. | was also
taken aback the way the English people were so forward
— kissing in the streets, and it wasn't as if it was discreet.
In my country we couldn’t even hold hands in front of
other people. | felt very embarrassed when | saw people
doing this.

My husband had bought the house before | came to
this country. He was first living in a rented place. In fact he
had borrowed the money to buy the house. | was very
surprised to see our house, it was so small.

In my country our house was big with open space and
here all the houses looked alike.

When my husband was at work | would just do the
housework and sit in our bed to keep warm. | spent most
of the time looking out of the window and watching
people go by.

| used to feel very lonely and get depressed and that
was the time | would miss India the most. My next door
neighbour was very nice but | could not communicate with
her. Oh how | wished | knew what she was talking about!
But very gradually we settled in. My husband used to
teach me English. When someone came to our house, |
must ask, “Would you like a cup of tea please?,” and
some of his English friends came to see us. | had no
relatives here, but soon made friends via the Gurdwara
where my husband and |, with the children, went every

Sunday, and sometimes they would come to our house
and we would go to their house.

My children were getting older and forgetting the

language that they knew. They were becoming very
westernised and they were losing touch with my culture
and they could hardly understand when | spoke to them,
so my husband and | decided to take them to India.

When we got to India we got V.I.P. treatment. The
people there thought that we looked different. One of my
friends said | had become fairer, | suppose it was due to
the cold climate.

Somehow this same Village looked smaller now but
never did | feel that | didn’t belong here. My children didn’t
like it at first. They were very frank and forward and not at
all like the other children, but eventually they settled
down. | knew deep down, though, that they were
lonesome for England. | think my daughter missed England
the most because she had so much freedom there, she
would go swimming, visiting friends, but in India she spent
most of the time with me and the other women.

But my purpose was to teach them Punjabi. Now | am
very proud that both my children speak and write Punjabi
fluently and they are in tune with both cultures equally
well. It was a struggle on my part along with my husband.

But when | look at our children it all seems worth
while.

The reason why | am still here is that | have too many
commitments here, such as the Restaurant we run.

My husband has borrowed a lot of money, so as soon
as we have finished paying it off, | think we will go back to
India.

But don’t get me wrong, | like England. The English
people have been good to us. Otherwise | wouldn’t have
stayed this long, and now | don’t feel so isolated because
there are so many Indian people here.

| feel England is unique with its National Health
Service, | admire this organisation very much.

There are lots of good things here such as proper
queues for buses, and you can buy whatever you want,
but having said this, when my time comes to die, | want to
die in my country. Should | die here, | tell my children that
they must take me back home to India.
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POLAND

After the war, we came with the rest of the Polish
Armed Forces to Britain. We came by sea from Naples to
Liverpool. We arrived in June. | did so like that there was
so much green here. | liked the red-brick houses and the
bay windows. | did so like the red of the buildings and the
greenery, and those bay windows were amazing. | was so
relieved that at last | was in a mid-European climate and
not in one of those hot, dry countries, or the extreme
climate of Russia.

.
' .

My husband was managing the Y.M.C.A. in a camp
near Swindon. He didn’t know any English and | knew
about three words. | used to go to Swindon for NAAFI
supplies, | managed to talk somehow, | felt at home. Then
my husband got very ill and | took over from him. | ran the
Y.M.C.A. in five different army camps. As the military
were being demobbed so the camps were being closed
down.

Eventually | was demobbed. They gave me a very
good reference and | came to London. | came alone
because my husband had died.

When | first came to London what depressed me most
was my husband’s death. | felt very lonely but as I’'m very
energetic | used to go for walks a lot. | tried to be op-
timistic about life. | was living in a poor area but | was
happy to have my own little house.

When | went into my own house | fell on my knees
and thanked God, because for five years | had lived in tents
and now at last | had my own home. | had to let off one of
the two rooms | had to pay the bills. | didn’t even have
£3.00 to buy a second-hand stool. For months | used
orange crates and tea-chests for furniture.

And | love London, it reminds me of Wilno, and |
always loved Wilno, because London is like a big village.
Pretty little suburban houses, safe little streets, everybody
wants their own little house, garden. | like that very much.
There's a feeling of being safe here, even though times
have changed and things are not as good as they used to
be. But where in Europe will you find a capital city where
you can safely sleep with your windows open? In spite of
everything there’s still a feeling of an unspoiled city about
it.

|'ve never been back to Poland, even for a holiday. |
miss the Poland | knew before the war, I'm homesick for
Wilno, which is now a part of Russia, I'm homesick for the
Warsaw | knew before.

I've kept in touch with my family in Poland all the
time, particularly my mother.
Twenty years ago | sent for my little nephew and |

adopted him and have brought him up. |'ve also brought
my sister, his mother, over. He spent some time in the
Navy. He's married to a Polish girl, who was born here.
They have four children.

| hope my grandchildren grow up as good Anglo-
Poles. | plan to leave them this house and | want to make

sure they get a good education.

Until recently | used to be very active in all kinds of
Polish organisations, but now | have difficulty getting
around. Sometimes | go to the Polish church on Sundays.
| like to spend a lot of time in the garden and if | can afford
it | like to go on holiday to Bournemouth. I like the British
very much. | feel we have a lot in common with them,
because even though people say they are cold, | think they
are just as sentimental as we are. | read a lot too. I've got
to know English literature as well as your average
Englishman, and from this I've got to know their character,
because it's through its literature that you really get to

le.
know a people PW
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PM

In 1939 | was a student in Warsaw. | was 27. When
war broke out | joined up and eventually finished up
fighting in France. In 1940, when France fell, a group of us
managed to make our way to Gibraltar and from there we
came to Britain.

We sailed in a British warship. | remember it was
raining when we sailed into Liverpool. And it was quite
cold — it must have been September or October. They
gave us some blankets to keep us warm as we didn’t have
any overcoats and they gave us ““a cup of tea”. | liked that
very much. | remember thinking “‘these are very very
practical people, they anticipate one's needs”. | enjoyed
that cup of tea because we had been at sea three weeks,
coming a roundabout route, dodging German submarines
and had almost run out of food, even baked beans, so that
when we were given that cup of tea and sandwiches we
thought we were in Heaven!

| then joined up with the Polish Army and was sent up
to Scotland, near Glasgow. We used to go to Glasgow to
the pictures. | knew hardly any English — we used sign
language. The system was that if a Pole met a Scots girl
and wanted her to go to the pictures he'd say:

“Bus go, | go, you go, Glasgow."

Later | was sent to some very beautiful areas of
Scotland. | liked it very much. The Scots lived in a fairly
primitive way, without central heating, they’d all sit
huddled around the fire. All the girls had purple legs! But
the whisky was good, and the people were very friendly. |
even won the local tennis championship at Forfar.

By the end of the war | was in London at the Polish
General Staff. | didn’t want to go back to Poland, like
many others, because of the Communist Government.
Anyway they took away my Polish citizenship. So, | said to
myself “I’ll have to stay here and earn my crust of bread”’.

I've had a good life in London, I've had a fascinating
job, I’'ve been all over the world. | even went to Poland in a
professional capacity, but the authorities made life so
difficult I've not been since. My wife and | prefer to spend
our money on the Riviera.

When | retired from industry, an American business
friend asked me to run his London Branch in Hatton
Garden. So, although I’'m over seventy | still work. | want
to finish paying for a Private Pension Scheme to sup-
plement my retirement pension. Anyway, | like to be busy.

I'm involved in all sorts of Polish organisations in
London. We have lots of friends, both Polish and British.
Because my wife is a singer and is very involved with the
Polish Actors here, we are of course very active in the
Polish community. But if it was left to me, |'d probably be

60

more involved with my British friends, because | have so
many.

| love London, and I'm convinced Britain is the best
place for ex-patriate Poles. In spite of all the upheavals,
strikes and problems that this country is undergoing, there
are two immensely powerful words here. One is “sorry"’
and the other is “thank you”. There is respect for the
individual. | suppose you can get rich much more quickly
in the States, but for a quiet, honest and decent life,
Britain is best.
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When | left Poland in 1939 it all happened so quickly,
there was such a panic, that | hardly brought anything with
me, just two suitcases. We were escaping from the
Germans and the bombs, one didn’t think. | didn’t even
want to take my fur coat until somebody reminded me. |
thought we'd be back in two weeks’ time — Britain and
France had entered the war, surely they would finish Hitler
off? Nobody dreamed that it was going to go on for so
many years, this war.

| took my little girl to Rumania and then to Yugoslavia
where my sister was living. Eventually the Germans caught
up with us there. My husband, in the meantime, was taken
prisoner by the Germans and spent the rest of the war in a
PoW camp.

In December 1944 | managed to get across to ltaly
where | worked in the Polish Red Cross. There | was
reunited with my husband and in the Autumn of 1945 we
sailed to Britain with the Polish Troops under British
Command.

We arrived in Southampton, | still with my two
suitcases, and were sent to an Army camp near
Leominster. | was very impressed by the order and
cleanliness here. But | could not get over the rows and
rows of identical houses, terraced houses which | saw
from the train when later we were moved to a camp in
Lancashire. In Poland I’d been used to detached houses or
cottages in the country and apartment blocks in the cities.
| couldn’t imagine how people lived in such matchboxes. |
was appalled by them, but later, when | saw them inside |
realised how nice they were and wanted one myself.

The other horror was sausages. The cook in the camp
boiled them like Frankfurters, he didn't know they had to
be fried, and it wasn't until we had some at somebody’s
house that we realised how good they could be!

Everybody was very kind, the local people invited us
to their homes for tea, they used to come and visit us. But
conversation was very difficult — my husband knew a little
English but | had none. | took lessons, but even now |
don’t speak very well.

The other kindness we had was from the local
Convent School. They took my daughter and waived the
fees as they knew we didn’t have any money. They also
gave her extra English and French lessons so that within a
year she caught up with the rest of the class. The nuns
were very, very good to us.

After two years my husband was demobbed and he
had to start looking for a job and somewhere for us to live.
He found work as a porter in a local hotel and we rented
two furnished rooms. They were filthy, the landlady was
always drunk. | tried to clean them up but the rest of the
house was dirty — it was a very depressing time. We
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didnt really know what to do next. My husband’s job was
much too hard for him, he wasn't fit to carry heavy
suitcases up two flights of stairs, and crates of gin and
whisky from the cellar. After a few weeks he gave it up,
and as he really wasn't fit to work in a factory, | decided
that we should go as housekeeper and butler to a big
country house.

We found a job with some very nice people by looking
in “The Times”. It was a beautiful old Manor House in
Warwickshire. It was very comfortable, warm, we were in
beautiful surroundings, although | had to work quite hard.
But | had always been a good cook — so that was
something | could do in spite of not speaking English very
well.

We saved every penny. Occasionally my husband
would go to Rome or Lourdes for his holiday but | never
went. | used to go and stay with some of our Polish friends
instead so that it would cost as little as possible.

We stayed in this kind of work until my husband was
65 and we had saved enough to put a deposit on this
house. Very soon after that we were naturalised.

Getting a house of our own was what kept us going
all those years, that and making sure that our daughter got
a good education. | was determined that she should go to
the University and have a good start in life. Because it
wasn't easy. Although we lived in a beautiful place and
with civilised people we were very lonely — being in the
country we were very much cut off from our Polish friends
and the urban centres where they were setting up their
own clubs, churches, etc. In fact I've never made that up,
and never became part of the Polish community, even
when | could.

| went back to Poland twice in the sixties. | saw all my
family — my mother was still alive then. It's alright there,
but | would never want to go back for good, not the sort of
Poland that it is now. Ever since we arrived here we’ve had
to send parcels, not only food but also medicines,
clothing, etc. And it’s still like that now, even worse. So
I've never wanted to go back for good.

| tried to hold on to some of our traditions — our
Christmas Eve supper particularly, when we break bread in
the form of a host and share it out with all those present
and then traditionally should have twelve non-meat dishes.
Now, of course, we only have three or four. We also
receive our presents on Christmas Eve, followed by
Midnight Mass. | go to Church every Sunday but | go to
the English Church, it's too far to the nearest Polish
Church.

| suppose the most precious things which | brought
back from Poland when | went back are a painting which
my husband had brought for my birthday just before the
war and which had been looked after by the local parish
priest, and my photograph album.

| don't so much miss Poland as | miss my youth. In
moments of sadness I'm automatically back there in my
thoughts, | was young, | had a marvellous time, | look
through my albums and wonder is that really me? On skis,
on skates, playing tennis, sailing, going on picnics,
swimming in the river at the bottom of the garden, that
was wonderful — now there’s nothing left. So if there’s
anything I'd like to go back to, it's my youth which was so
happy and which finished so tragically.

The thing 1'd miss most if | did leave this country
would be the tidiness and orderliness, the way things are
run, and the care and help we’ve been given as refugees
and as pensioners. But the old people here are not treated
with as much respect as they are in my country. Their
families don’t take care of them. | can’t understand how a
person of eighty odd is allowed to live alone, with just
somebody going in once a week to shop for them or clean
the house. | can’t understand that. In Poland they're not as
well off perhaps, but at least they don't live alone.

If the war hadn’t happened | would of course have
preferred to have stayed in my own country, and not be a
burden for another country. Even though the British
guaranteed our safety and our future, it’s a great burden
for them and they have enough of their own people to take
care of.
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The Age Exchange is a theatre and publishing company working with London pensioners on shows

and books which record their life experience and their current concerns.
It is a feature of all these books that the contributions come from many pensioners, are lively and

easy to read, conversational in style, and lavishly illustrated with photographs and line drawings of the
time. All the stories are told in the original words, from transcribed tapes, or pensioners’ written
contributions.

‘A Place To Stay’ is the fifth title to be published by Age Exchange. Other books in the series are:

Memories of the 1930’s’, a collage of stories and photographs of day-to-day life

around 1933. £2.

‘Of Whole Heart Cometh Hope': Centenary Memories of the Co-operative Women's Guild, being
the history of the Guild in photos, advertisements and, of course,

stories supplied by older women who have had a life-long involve
ment in the Co-operative movement. £2.

‘Fifty Years Ago:

‘All our Christmases’: an illustrated book of Christmas memories by Greenwich Pensioners.This
makes a perfect Christmas present for young and old readers.£1.50.
‘My First Job": Greenwich Pensioners’ memories of starting work in the 1920’s and 30's. £2.

If you would like to order anyof the above titles please write, enclosing cheque plus 50p for postage
and packing, to Age Exchange, 15 Camden Row, Blackheath, London SE3. If readers are interested in
hiring our touring exhibition of photographs, they should contact us at the above address.
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